Resolution 2003-__

EMERGENCY  DROUGHT  DECLARATION

WHEREAS  the County Commissioner’s of Kane County have met on May 27, 2003 to consider the declaration of an emergency status due to the continuing drought conditions that have created an economic and safety concern for the residents of this County;  and

WHEREAS  the current conditions due to the drought have and will continue to cause adverse effects to agricultural producers, the tourism industry, and for the culinary needs of the residents of Kane County;  and

WHEREAS  the forecast for continuing drought in the County is not expected to change in the near future;   and

WHEREAS   the agricultural community provides a large proportion of the economic value of this county , and  the financial condition of most agricultural producers in this county has, and will continue to be poor, due to the drought conditions, accompanied by over-all declining prices for agricultural products the past several years;  and

WHEREAS  the tourism industry also constitutes a significant part of the economy of this County, and has also suffered several years of limited and/or declining growth due to drought conditions in this and previous years;  and

WHEREAS  the current severe drought condition has significantly increased the wildland fire hazard in this County;  and

WHEREAS  fire restrictions will be put in place as drought conditions worsen;  and

WHEREAS  the availability for fire fighting resources are expected to be limited due to the prolonged and extraordinarily dry conditions throughout the Western United States;  and

THEREFORE,  the Board of Commissioners of Kane County does hereby declare a Drought Emergency this 27 day of May 2003  and hereby formally requests the following:

1. That the Utah Congressional Delegation accepts this Drought Emergency Declaration and requests that the Department of Interior, including the Bureau of Reclamation provide technical staff assistance for the application of water development grants,  that the Bureau of Land Management and the Department of Agriculture, including the National Forest Service, the Farm Service Agency and Rural Development provide cooperation and assistance in the areas of water development.
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2. That the Governor of the State of Utah, Michael O. Leavitt, accepts this Drought Emergency Declaration for Kane County, and provides coordination with the members of the Utah Congressional Delegation, and that he takes immediate action to make State resources and programs available to Kane County,  as a result of the continuing condition of severe drought throughout this County and in response to this Kane County Drought Emergency Declaration, including but not limited to the following:

A. Order the different departments and divisions of the State of Utah to marshal their services, powers and programs to provide assistance to the County’s residents and businesses;  and

B. Request that the Division of Emergency Services and Homeland Security within the Department of Public Safety be named as the lead agency in the operations of the State of Utah Drought Response Plan, including coordination with the Federal Emergency Management agency;  and

C. Request that the Department of Economic Development deploy staff to meet with the business owners and operators in Kane County to assist with the effects of the drought and to assist with grants, low interest loans and other financial assistance;  and

D. Request that the Department of Agriculture also deploy staff to assist the agricultural producers of Kane County, and coordinate efforts with Federal agencies in provision of financial assistance and other programs;  and

E. Request that the Department of Natural Resources assist with the drought response with assistance of additional fire resources, if needed, from the Division of Forestry, Fire and State Lands;  and

F. Request that the Division of Water Rights  facilitate the processing well applications and requests for financial assistance for agricultural and culinary wells;  and

G. Request that the Division of Wildlife Resources make appropriate and fair reductions of wildlife numbers from private lands, especially crops and irrigated lands, as well as appropriate reductions along with grazing permit holders on State and Federal lands;  and

H. Request coordination and assistance from the Administration of School and Institutional Trust Lands in working with grazing permit holders for both spring, fall and winter grazing;  and

I. Request that the Department of Administrative Services, State and Federal Surplus property work with Kane County and give preference in obtaining surplus property that can be used by the County and other governmental agencies in their drought response;  and
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J. Request that financial resources of the State of Utah be made available to assist Kane County, other local governmental agencies and organizations, and those State Departments and Divisions that will be responding and assisting Kane County in its drought response efforts.

3. That the Bureau of Land Management and the National Forest Service assistance and coordinate in working with grazing permit holders to allow for maintenance of herds, and working with cities and communities in the provision of culinary water systems and projects, and providing additional coordination with local fire officials, including the provision of surplus fire apparatus or equipment to meet local needs;  and

4. That the Federal Farm Service Agency (FSA)  provide assistance and coordination to farmers and ranchers to provide financial assistance through disaster programs and financial assistance for water wells and other water development projects;  and

5. That residents of and visitors to Kane County take extra precautions to prevent any type of fire, and specifically the following:

A. When conditions warrant, ban the issuance of any burning permits until conditions significantly moderate to the point the County Commission may reconsider the ban;

B. Ban any and all fireworks from private lands within the County;

C. Take extra precautions with open fires;

6. That residents of and visitors to Kane County conserve the use of water, especially outside watering;

7. That the residents of Kane County exercise patience with road conditions, especially those gravel and dirt roads that will become rough and wash-boarded until such time that there is sufficient moisture to do proper maintenance;

8. That the Sheriff of Kane County, Director of Emergency Services, and the Local Emergency Planning Committee function as the Kane County Drought Response Team during the period of this Drought Emergency Declaration.

Kane County Board of Commissioners:

Ray Spencer, Chairman__________________________
Attest: Karla Johnson, Clerk / Auditor

Mark Habbeshaw_______________________________
_______________________________

Daniel Hulet___________________________________
May 27, 2002

